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Digimap For Schools virtual trip 

WHERE SHOULD WE 

BUILD A HOTEL IN 

CASTLE ACRE? 

Decision Making Exercise 

NAME:        FORM/CLASS:  

Using Digimap For Schools, why do you think tourists visit Castle 

Acre? Why might a hotel business set up here? 

 

rds 

45km 

30km 
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EVALUATION 

Poor / 

Difficult / 

Expensive 

 Good / 

Easy / 

Cheap 

Access -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Available space -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Nice -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Close to shops/

services 

-2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Flat land 

 

-2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Safe from 

flooding 

-2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Not disturbing -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Protects 

habitats 

-2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Preparing the -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

TOTAL - -  + + 

+2: Lorries and 
buses can get 
here (at least 
secondary roads) 

-2: It was difficult 

to walk here! (No 

public footpaths) 

+2: Plenty of 
space for extra 
things (more than  
10 acres) 

-2: No space for 

a building (less 

that 1 acre) 

+2: Peaceful, 

clean, beautiful 

-2: Noisy, untidy, 

unattractive 

+2: Completely 

flat 

+2: Not much to do. Quick, 

simple and cheap 

+2: Building 

here will protect 

habitats 

+2: Totally safe 
(at least 1km 
from river) 

+2: Within 100 m 

(2 min walk) 

-2: Forced to use 
a car to get there 
(more than 5 km) 

-2: Could get flooded 
each time there is 

heavy rain (right next 
to river) 

-2: Building here 

will destroy 

-2: A lot of work 

to do. Will take 

time and a lot of 

money 

-2: “Every day 

the hotel upsets 

me somehow!” 

EVALUATION GUIDE! 

-2: Too steep 

+2: “I didn’t 
know a hotel 
was here!” 

Useful 
Digimap 

For Schools 
tools 
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SITE 1: PRIORY ROAD 

An annotated sketch of site 1 

Do you have other ideas? 

 

 

 

This is a greenfield site right by the 

priory visitor centre. It is currently 

being used as an overflow car park. 

What can you say about this road? 

 

 

 

SITE 1  

EVALUATION 

Poor / 

Difficult / 

Expensive 

 Good / Easy / 

Cheap 

Access -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Available space -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Nice environment -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Close to shops/services -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Flat land -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Safe from flooding -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Not disturbing village -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Protects habitats -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Preparing the land -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

TOTAL - -  + + 
= 

SITE 1 QUICK Qs!  

Use clues from this site to answer the following: 

1a) Which type of person are you more likely to 
see in this part of Castle Acre?        Farmer 
           Tourist 
            Office worker 

1b) Name one kind of vehicle that may have 
problems using the surrounding roads at busy 
times  
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SITE 2: VILLAGE GREEN 

An annotated sketch of site 2 using a picture found on Digimap For Schools 

This green space is used by the village for events 

like fetes and sports such as cricket and football. 

This is a large flat open space but only 

5.6 acres. 

 

It is surrounded by houses, including bungalows for 

older people. 

 

 

SITE 2  

EVALUATION 

Poor / 

Difficult / 

Expensive 

 Good / Easy / 

Cheap 

Access -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Available space -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Nice environment -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Close to shops/services -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Flat land -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Safe from flooding -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Not disturbing village -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Protects habitats -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Preparing the land -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

TOTAL - -  + + = 

SITE 2 QUICK Qs!  

Use clues from this site to answer the following: 

2a) Which of these people might be unhappy if a 
hotel was built at this site?      Hotel owner 

             Tourist 

               Local people 

2b) Name two ways in which this green space is 
used by the village  
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SITE 3: MASSINGHAM ROAD 

An annotated sketch of site 3 using a picture found on Digimap For Schools 

The field has a main road on two sides. So access  

will be easy. Very large, 34.6 acres. 

 

This land is used for farming. We would 

need an agreement from the farmer 

Before we could buy and build on  it. 

It is on the edge of the village so building here might 

not disturb the area much. 

 

SITE 3 

EVALUATION 

Poor / 

Difficult / 

Expensive 

 Good / Easy / 

Cheap 

Access -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Available space -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Nice environment -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Close to shops/services -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Flat land -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Safe from flooding -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Not disturbing village -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Protects habitats -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Preparing the land -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

TOTAL - -  + + = 

SITE 3 QUICK Qs!  

Use clues from this site to answer the following: 

3a) The converted barn is built using the same stone as 
the old houses here. This stone is called…. 

 

3b) Name on thing the hotel could buy from local farmers 

 
3c) Which two of these are a type of renewable energy? 
                   Solar  
                   Oil 
        Wind
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SITE 4: PYES LANE 

An annotated sketch of site 4 

Can you say something about the river? 

 

 

 

How big is the site? 

 

 

 

This is an old hedge planted hundreds of years 

ago. The castle ruins are on the other side, 

shielded from view. 

SITE 4 

EVALUATION 

Poor / 

Difficult / 

Expensive 

 Good / Easy / 

Cheap 

Access -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Available space -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Nice environment -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Close to shops/services -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Flat land -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Safe from flooding -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Not disturbing village -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Protects habitats -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

Preparing the land -2 -1 0 +1 +2 

TOTAL - -  + + = 

SITE 4 QUICK Qs!  

Use clues from this site to answer the following: 

4a) If there was heavy rain, the river might swell 
and burst. This is called a…. 

4b) Name one natural feature that could ‘hide’ 
the hotel from the sight of the locals 

4c) Name a type of shop in the village where 
tourists might spend money. 
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WHY A HOTEL 

WOULD BE GOOD  

WHY A HOTEL 

WOULD BE BAD  

Who would ‘win’ 

from having a hotel 

in Castle Acre? 

More people 

would visit 

What might local businesses 

like a B&B feel about a hotel 

being built here? 

The roads might 

get busier 
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NOTES AND THOUGHTS ABOUT WHO MIGHT 

AGREE/DISAGREE WITH A HOTEL BUILT IN 

CASTLE ACRE 

HINT: Put your 

answer to 1a here 

HINT: Put your 

answer to 2a here 

Can you think of 

three more people 

who may be involved 

in this issue? 

K.Rackley (Adapted May 2020, original: June 2015, FEHS Geog) 
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S.Rackley (June 2015) 

FEHS Geog 

Framingham Earl High School, Norwich Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR14 7QP 


