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Josie Luff (@Geo_Jo26) 

At my school we are running a few extra days over the Easter holidays for our vulnerable Year 7 

students.  The only premise was that whatever we chose to do with the students it needed to 

include reading.  So, I have 1 hour 45 minutes to fill with ‘reading’ 

 

But, having spent 2 and a half days totally immersed in Geography from my desktop watching, 

listening, learning and being inspired by all the wonderful presentations at the #GAConf21, what I 

really wanted to do was some ‘field-work’.  

Initially, my thoughts extended as far as using the Woodland Trust’s British Trees app, (1) but I knew I 

wanted to go further than just reading something from an iPad.  And once we had walked around 

our school field and collected some data and added it to a map, I was left thinking ‘Where is the 

Geography?’ 

After waking up in the middle of the night with, ‘I want more trees, please’ from Dan Raven-Ellison’s 

(@DanRavenEllison) excellent video ‘The UK in 100 seconds’ (2) brought to life by the narration of 

Benjamin Zephaniah drifting through my dreams, I had a bit of a plan. 

I listened to the video and typed up the text into a Word document.  OK, so now the students had 

something to ‘read’, but how was I going to get them engaged with it and ‘Where is the Geography’? 

Formatting the text, adapting the spacing, adding line numbers: I now had what looked like a poem 

(shout out to @geogramblings for being the 1st person to make me cry at Conference with their 

wonderful poetry, if you haven’t seen it, do (3)). 

Thinking about the marvellous work done by Calvin Hand (@MrHand_) on guided reading I was now 

able to include ‘the Geography’.  My questions flowed naturally from the text. 

The plan is now for students to listen to the video first, read the text and with support, answer the 

questions.  We will then watch the video to give them a real sense of the landscape we were talking 

about.  

As we haven’t been able to do any fieldwork in Year 7 so far, I want to introduce something nice and 

simple to get them going and thinking about the ‘point’ of fieldwork.  Using the data in the video it is 

easy to see this mapped onto a graph, but while gaining skills we were still finding ‘the Geography’. 

So, out into the field we will go (literally, our school field). Although we are a suburban school, we 

have a lovely large green space outside, but 2 very busy A roads on two sides.  I have chosen our 6 

Sites carefully, trying to make as much use of the space, and trees, we have.  (Site 6 is a small clump 

of trees on a small hill at the back of the school.  Note to self: find out why there is a small hill!) 

Using Digimaps For Schools (4) I have plotted our Data Sites onto a map of our school grounds.  

 

As we walk around the school grounds’ we will collect our data about the different trees we have, 

what makes them different, why some have leaves or flowers or needles, where the most noise is 

coming from and who/what is making the noise ( we have lots of migrating Canada Geese who keep 

the seagulls and crows in check), which direction different parts of the school are facing (my room 

faces south-east, which always makes it easy for a comparison when we are in the classroom) and 

we will discuss the reasons for the differences in temperature in certain places.  Although we have 

the iPads to identify the different trees on the app, I don’t want the students to fall into the trap of 
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worrying about collecting data electronically and the curse of losing sight of ‘the Geography’ in this 

task, so I intend to record the data myself and share it with the students one we are back in the 

classroom. 

Once back in the classroom, the intention is to plot our identified tree numbers onto a similar graph 

as the one produced from the video and text but, depending on time, and the weather, we may 

leave the first graph on land use and just complete the graph from our fieldwork. 

 

So, we’ll see how it goes.  Hopefully, I can adapt this and use it for other ‘field-works’ for other Year 

groups, including microclimate for Year 8, our energy efficiency study for Year 7 (yes, we walk 

around the school looking at our boilers!) and something for Year 9’s who missed out on our Rivers 

fieldwork last year.  

 

I can’t wait to be able to ‘catch-up’ with all the other presentations from the #GAConf21 and start to 

put some other ideas into practice. 

 

If you have any thoughts, suggestions, or ideas about other ‘field-work’ we could carry out, or you 

are inspired to carry out your own ‘field-work’, I’d love to hear from you.  Editable version (minus 

the map) attached. 

Josie 

 

@GeoJo_26 

 

 

(1) https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/tree-id-app/  

 

(2) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0drvdLYGNuc  

 

(3) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PtQINOLmsj8  

 

(4) https://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/   
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